been snatched from its lawful representatives, and our
best fighters are threatened with banishment. In Genoa,
which was strongly held by the seamen and the workers
in the port, the headquarters of our organizations have
been occupied by fascists., and nothing but ashes are left
of the socialist newspaper there. It is the same elsewhere.
Every important centre bears the marks of the fascist
hurricane. We must face facts : the fascists are masters
of the field. Nothing is to prevent them dealing more
heavy blows in the certainty of winning fresh victories.3
After emphasizing the lack of proletarian armament and
the absence of any organization or co-ordination during the
strike, the article went on :
c Our present unhappy and disastrous situation is the
result of solutions that were thought of long ago being
tried out too late. Too late, the "collaborationist"
solution, which to be successful should have been adopted
after the elections of May 1921 ; too late, the general
strike of protest, which was attempted after the enemy
had already broken down some of our strongholds and
had had time to build up a formidable army.'
After Caporetto the Italian army had managed to
reorganize and hold out on the Piave. But could the
workers and socialists find their Piave line to hold up the
enemy and block the way to the capital ?